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Synopsis

A log cabin in the woods is one of America’s most cherished icons -- a dream shared around the
world. As the stress level of city life rises, more and more of us are imagining our own cottages far
away from traffic lights and urban distractions. Cabins in the wilderness have never gone out of
style, because the rustic life is a simple, rewarding one rooted in the traditions of the great outdoors.
Featuring rustic interiors as well as North Woods architecture, Cabin Fever visits more than two
dozen charming retreats old and new, large and small, in the mountains and along the water, from
the wilds of New York out to the wild, wild West. Author Rachel Carley explains where our love for
the rustic comes from and shows the amazingly varied guises in which it appears today. After
serving as settlers’ cabins, log homes enjoyed a phenomenal popularity in the late nineteenth
century. Wealthy families such as the Vanderbilts, Guggenheims, and Carnegies summered in
areas as remote as they could find, building what were euphemistically called camps. Those less
affluent, following the era’s prescription for fresh air and simplicity, traveled to even more rustic
hotels and vacation cabins to get their share of the refreshing woods. Cabin Fever presents some of
the best of these old lodges and private cabins, along with striking new homes that give a
contemporary twist to the ideal of the rustic life. To help fill a cabin, a whole camp, or even an
apartment with the latest in rustic style, the book’s catalogue shows where to find home furnishings
from twig bedsteads to Hudson Bay blankets to Adirondack chairs. Brimming with exceptionally
creative ideas for achieving this truly American look, this enchanting guide to living with the rustic

style will cure every variety of cabin fever.
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Customer Reviews

The craze for "getting away from it all" in buildings of log, stone, and unpainted lumber has been a
part of American life since the 1800s. From the Gilded Age retreats of the Catskills and Adirondacks
to the rugged Wild West lodges of Yellowstone and Yosemite, Cabin Fever celebrates the
architectural elements that make cabin style unique: gleaming hand-peeled and polished logs,
cowhide sofas, and river-rock fireplaces. Some are large, old, and built as public lodgings, like
Putnam Camp, the Adirondack summer retreat founded by philosopher William James, which still
has the cheerful austerity it had when Freud and Jung mingled there with Harvard academicians.
Others, like the grand hunting lodge nestled on the edge of a marsh, are more recent monuments to
quirky private visions of the perfect rustic retreat. Rooms in both are accessorized with animal
heads, native American blankets and art, snowshoes, antler chandeliers, and willow twig furniture.
The book’s appendix includes catalog sources for everything from small wooden summerhouses to
buffalo-plaid blankets, and a list of hotels in the grand old style (like Yosemite’s Ahwahnee and the
Grand Canyon’s El Tovar). Even if you can’t have a piece of the wilderness to call your own (and

the burl furniture to match), you can still enjoy the rustic yet substantial comforts of Cabin Fever.

The log and stone camps and lodges in the Adirondack Mountains of New York, which gave city
dwellers a place to escape, have become synonymous with rustic style. Carley examines the
architecture and interiors of this turn-of-the-century style through history and photographs of
buildings such as Sagamore lodge in the Adirondacks as well as contemporary dwellings that echo
this rustic style throughout the United States. Kylloe, a dealer and collector of rustic furniture and
decorative accessories, examines furnishings and provides a history of the style and its
manufacturers and designers. Carley has photos of individual items of furniture, Kylloe focuses on
showing the furniture in its rustic setting with captions showing history and provenance?conflicting

approaches that complement each other.Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Rachel Carley’s book "Cabin Fever" is definitely one of the best on the subject of "rustic" cabins. But
what you have here is not backwoods rustic, but beautiful "lodge" rustic. Gathering images and
history from the beginnings of rustic design to contemporary, this book brings you the best of cabin
style.l am interested in the architecture and decor of the great park lodges and how it can be utilized

in any home. "Cabin Fever" fits the bill perfectly. It has plenty of pictures and a descriptive text. You



will find lots of design ideas and inspiration in this book. There is even a guide list of where to find

items for those searching for cabin decor of their own.

This was a gift for my husband, he loves it!

Amazing book - lovely pictures.....

We visited the Vanderbilt Camp in the Adirondacks. My wife wanted to buy a book about the camp’s
handmade Adirondack furniture but was too expensive at the camp’s gift shop. | found this book the

very best and much much cheaper on .com.

| have salivated over this book for several years and finally bought it. It has great photos of log
homes all over America, from the northeast to the southwest. Some are quite famous examples of
camps from the early 1900s, say, in the Adirondacks or New England. Others are quite new. | not
only liked the way they were presented and photographed, all in color, but also enjoyed the text
describing when each cabin was built, who built it and so on. It was also very interesting to see the
way each cabin was decorated, some with very beautiful artifacts, others quite utilitarian, but each
with its own charm. It is delightful to browse through the text and photos every now and then just for
fun and inspiration. | plan to display it next to a little model of a log cabin | have. If you love log
cabins you will enjoy this book and find it very interesting. A great book for the family cabin or lodge,

or for those who have always wished for a log cabin like me!

our son loved it--it was perfect thank you so much

Cabin Fever has been an inspiration. | have owned this book for several years, and never tire of
paging through it to enjoy its lovely photos of both vintage cabins in the Adirondacks or national
parks, or newer homes styled with timeless panache. As | have furnished my own cabin in the
woods, it has been a handy guide and | am happy to say that whomever visits my home now
remarks on its warmth and charm. "Did you use a decorator?" they ask. Nope--didn’t need one

because | own Cabin Fever.

Great book with soothing pictures & great ideas for adding rustic touches to an otherwise not at all

cozy space.
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